
Learning outcomes for doctoral degree from The Higher Education 

Ordinance (1993:100) 
 

Annex 2 - Swedish Council for Higher Education (uhr.se)  

Scope  
A degree of Doctor is obtained after the research student has completed an educational 

programme of 240 higher education credits in a subject of education at the third level of 

higher education. 
 

Outcomes 
For a Degree of Doctor, the third-cycle students shall be able to 

 

Knowledge and understanding  

- Demonstrate broad knowledge in and a systematic understanding of the field of 
research, together with deep and up-to-date specialist knowledge in a defined part of 
the field of research 
 

- Demonstrate familiarity with scholarly methods in general and with methods in the 
specific field of research in particular. 

 

Skills and abilities  

- Demonstrate an ability to engage in scholarly analysis and synthesis and in independent, 
critical examination and assessment of new and complex phenomena, issues, and 
situations 
 

- Demonstrate an ability to identify and formulate issues, critically, independently, and 
creatively, and proceeding with scientific precision, and to plan and, using appropriate 
methods, conduct research and other advanced tasks within specified time limits, and to 
scrutinise and evaluate such work 

 
- Demonstrate, in a dissertation, their ability to make a substantial contribution to the 

development of knowledge by their own research 
 
- Demonstrate an ability to present and discuss research and research results with 

authority, in dialogue with the scholarly community and society in general, orally and in 
writing, in both national and international contexts 

 
- Demonstrate an ability to identify their need of further knowledge 
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- Demonstrate a potential to contribute to the development of society and support other 
people’s learning, both in the field of research and education and in other advanced 
professional contexts. 

 

Judgement and approach  

- Demonstrate intellectual independence and scholarly integrity and an ability to make 
ethical assessments relating to research 
 

- Demonstrate deeper insight into the potential and limitations of scholarship, its role in 
society and people’s responsibility for how it is used. 

 

Scholarly dissertation (doctoral dissertation)  
For a degree of Doctor, the research student must have received a passing grade on a 

scholarly dissertation (doctoral dissertation) worth at least 120 higher education credits. 

 

Other  
For a degree of Doctor with a certain area of specialisation more precise requirements are 

also to apply, as determined by each higher education institution itself within the framework 

of the requirements in this qualification description. 
 


